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Concluding observations on the seventh periodic report of Japan

Rights of the child
44. The Committee notes the State party’s explanation regarding the use of the term

“illegitimate” on certain official forms to define children born out of wedlock, and welcomes the

delegation’s assertion that the State party is willing to consider removing that term, thus ensuring the
equal rights of all children.

45. The State party should:

(@)  Ensure that its legislation and practices are in full compliance with article 24 of the
Covenant and adopt protection measures aimed at removing all discrimination against and
stigmatization of children;

D. Dissemination and follow-up

47. In accordance with rule 75 (1) of the Committee’s rules of procedure, the State party is
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requested to provide, by 4 November 2025, information on the implementation of the
recommendations made by the Committee in paragraphs 7 (national human rights institution), 33
(treatment of aliens, including refugees and asylum-seekers) and 45 (rights of the child) above.

48. In line with the Committee’s predictable review cycle, the State party will receive in 2028 the
Committee’s list of issues prior to the submission of the report and will be expected to submit within
one year its replies, which will constitute its eighth periodic report. The Committee also requests the
State party, in preparing the report, to broadly consult civil society and non-governmental
organizations operating in the country. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 68/268, the
word limit for the report is 21,200 words. The next constructive dialogue with the State party will take

place in Geneva in 2030.
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